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RILEY MCCLELLAND: UM'S MOST INSPIRATIONAL TEACHER OF 1981
By Lisa Walser 
University Relations Office 
University of Montana
MISSOULA--
"He brings back true meaning to a teacher-student relationship. He teaches, 
not simply instructs. He imparts his philosophy and his thoughts through his 
teaching and encourages his students to develop their own ideas and beliefs and 
invest them in their work and lives. He possesses the extremely rare combination 
of technical excellence in his field and a love and understanding of the natural 
world and a deep commitment to its preservation."
The comments are from Leonard Young, a l)M graduate student in wildlife biologv 
from Del Orcas Island, Wash. The teacher he is talking about is B. Riley McClelland, 
associate professor of forestry at the University of Montana.
Young is not alone in his assessment of the professor. McClelland was voted
UM's Most Inspirational Teacher of 1981.
The recipient of the award is selected through a process orchestrated by UM's 
Silent Sentinel, a senior service honorary. Ballots are mailed to the graduating 
seniors each year, asking for their choice of who was the most inspirational, 
challenging instructor they encountered in their years at UM. The votes are tallied 
and the individual selected receives a $500 award sponsored by the UM Alunni Associa­
tion, and also has his or her name engraved on a special plaque displayed in the 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library.
(over)
RILEY McCl e l l a n d-- add one
McClelland teaches forestry recreation and wildlife classes at UM and conducts 
on-going research on the eagles in Glacier National Park. Born in Colorado, he 
received his predoctoral degrees at Colorado State and came to UM to work on his 
doctorate in forestry with an emphasis in habitat management. In 1974 he was hired 
as an instructor at UM, and in 1977 received his Ph.D. Along with teaching, he has 
worked in Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks for 18 years.
When the award winner was announced in June, McClelland was in Canada studying 
the migratory patterns of bald eagles. But later in the summer, I found him in his 
office on the fourth floor of the Science Complex Building. Like the offices of most 
University professors his is cluttered with books and papers, but McClelland’s also 
has sections of logs leaning against tables and chairs. He explained that these are 
hollow nest-tree logs he has collected and that you can tell what kind of bird lived 
in each tree by the size of the entrance, the type of wood, and other factors, lie 
showed me where a pileated woodpecker made its nest and in another, where a hairy 
woodpecker lived.
An ornithologist, his interest in birds began with his "exposure to them as part 
of wild country. The birds are a longtime interest that turned into a professional 
one," he explained. "They are just one facet of all of the wonderful things that 
make up wild country."
When I asked him about the award, he became uncomfortable: "I really don't know
why I received the award because I am certainly not in the ballpark with K. Ross Toole 
(the late UM professor of history and the award recipient in 1980). My overwhelming 
feeling about it was being very humbled because I don't think that I deserve it in 
terms of being recognized above anybody else.
"It has also given me a feeling of wanting to continue to do a job that apparently 
has some positive effect on students," he added.
(more)
t
riley McCl e l l a n d-- add two
Along with his excellent reputation for teaching in the classroom, McClelland 
is well know for his research on eagles. Of particular interest to him and other 
researchers is the concentration of eagles at Glacier National Park. Over 600 
eagles were in the park at one time last year, he said, feeding on the salmon 
that spawn in McDonald Creek.
McClelland, UM students and park personnel have studiecj,tracked and counted 
the eagles in an effort to keep a healthy population of birds.
While the number of eagles in Glacier has grown through the years, the national 
picture is not so promising, he pointed out. "Though there has been a decrease in 
the use of some pesticides over the last 20 years, we now have lead, mercury and 
PCBs that have a negative impact on the birds."
Another danger from man is more direct. Recently, under a federal law protecting 
the birds, an Oregon man was fined $2,500 for shooting and killing a bald eagle. The 
bird was one of only 14 that had been trapped in Glacier and outfitted with a small 
tracking transmitter. (The two-ounce transmitter is attached to the bird's tail 
feathers and falls off when its annual molt occurs.) McClelland believes many eagles 
are shot that are never discovered.
The loss of habitat, however, is probably the biggest danger to the birds, he 
added. After two months in Canada this summer he is even more alarmed. "We always 
think of Canada as a huge expanse of wilderness with plenty of habitat for animals, 
but it too is being used up by man," he said.
With the eagle research, McClelland hopes to find out where the birds go and 
what habitat they need to survive. Migratory routes, stopping and feeding spots 
are all necessary to the survival of the eagles, he said.
(over)
«
RILEY MCCLELLAND-- add three
At age 46, McClelland is trying to decide whether to stay in teaching or go 
back to the Park Service and work full time on research. ”1 have been enjoying 
the best of both worlds, so far," he said, talking about his on-campus teaching 
and his work in the field.
"I think teaching is the most stimulating, challenging and difficult job I 
have ever been involved with. I have learned more from teaching students than 
in any other situation. Teachers aren't the only ones with new ideas; students 
have most of them."
This fall McClelland is on a leave of absence from UM to return to his work
on bald eagle research management in Glacier.
"If Riley decides to leave UM it will be a tremendous loss to the University," 
Young said. The students who voted him Most Inspirational Teacher would think so too
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